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Monsieur le Président,

Rénover le Palais des Nations n’est pas une faveur a la Suisse, c’est un investissement pour I'avenir
de I'Organisation. Les avantages qu’en retireront le Secrétariat et les Etats membres sont considéra-
bles. L'analyse colts-avantages du Secrétaire général démontre qu'une rénovation compléte est
moins colteuse que le statuquo. Elle identifie ainsi sur 25 ans des économies annuelles de I'ordre de
51.2 millions de dollars par rapport au maintien de I'approche réactive actuelle. Ces gains proviennent
de l'allegement considérable des charges de location immobilieres de 'ONU, de la réduction significa-
tive de la consommation énergétique ainsi que de la fin de la multiplication des travaux urgents
d’entretien. Actuellement, les Etats membres dépensent environ 15 millions de dollars a chaque exer-
cice biennal pour ces travaux.






Switzerland also supports the recommendations of the Secretary-General on the next stages of the
implementation of the strategic heritage plan. We wish to underline in particular the urgency of this
project. To ensure that the preparations under way can proceed smoothly and that the renovation can
start as soon as the capital master plan has been completed, it is of paramount importance that the
General Assembly authorises the continuation of the project during this session. Finally, it is also clear
to us that the renovation of the Palais des Nations has to be addressed on its own merits, regardless
of any other major capital project.

Mr. Chairman,

The Palais des Nations belongs to the United Nations. In its capacity as host country, Switzerland has
a responsibility that goes beyond that of its role as Member State. To meet this responsibility, in 2011,
Switzerland donated 50 million Swiss francs to be used for the work on energy efficiency measures.
Following a request from the Secretary-General, the Swiss government also decided this year to reply
favourably to any possible request from the General Assembly for one or more preferential loans to
finance the renovation of the Palais des Nations. In so doing, Switzerland is committing itself to the
success of this project. Switzerland also expects Member States to accept their responsibility as own-
ers of the Palais and contribute to its renovation. We count on Members States to be united on this
matter as we were for the renovation in New York. This would send a signal to the United Nations,
having a modern, performing and efficient infrastructure appropriate to perform the tasks of the 21%
century.

In this spirit, Switzerland calls on Member States to support this project.

My delegation



